
Dinosaur Tracks
  !sllah eht tuohguorht skcart ruasonid ees ot desirprus erew remlaP ta stneduts edarg htruof htnom sihT

to determine if we could outrun dinosaurs.  Our enrichment teacher, Dr. Finger, arranged the 
collaboration.

Dr. Lawrence presented some background knowledge on dinosaurs and how geologists learn about 

presented information on quadrupeds and bipeds and how scientists use footprints that are left in the 
  .srumef ruasonid fo stsac stneduts dewohs ehS  .sruasonid tuoba nrael ot dlrow eht dnuora skcor

Afterwards, Dr. Lawrence asked the students to make hypothesis about how fast they thought three 
different dinos ran and how fast the children could run.

She and her assistant, Ms. Bochner, had life-size vinyl tyrannosaurus rex, apatosaurus, and triceratops 
footprints laid in the halls.  In small groups the students measured the stride of the dinoprints and then 
the children ran across the snow to leave their footprints to measure their stride lengths. Next they 

predictions.  Finally we reached conclusions based on the observations and analysis.

Throughout the lesson the students were engaged.  They were surprised to learn that they could outrun 
an apatosaurus, and that a triceratops was actually faster than a t-rex!  This lesson incorporated all 

JANUARY 2011

PALMER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL MONTHLY UPDATE

PANTHER PRESS


